
Blackwater Bookmobile 

22511 Main St., Courtland, VA 23837 

Ph (757) 653-0298 ext. 312     Fax (757) 653-9374 

See website for routes & times 
 

Carrollton Branch 

14362 New Towne Haven Ln, Carrollton, VA 23314 

Ph (757) 238-2641  Fax (757) 238/3932 

Mon & Thur 9-5 | Tue 12-7 | Wed & Fri 12-5 | Sat 10-1 

Closed Sun 
 

Claremont Branch 

91 Mancha Ave., Claremont, VA 23899 

Ph (757) 866-8627  Fax (757) 866-8628 

Tue & Sat 9-1 | Thur 3-7 | Fri 2-6  

Closed Mon, Wed & Sun 
 

Courtland Branch 

22511 Main St., Courtland, VA 23837 

Ph (757) 653-2821  Fax (757) 653-9374 

Tue & Fri 9-5 | Wed 9-8 | Thur 12-5 | Sat 9-12 

Closed Sun & Mon 
 

Franklin Branch 

280 North College Dr., Franklin, VA 23851 

Ph (757) 562-4801  Fax (757) 562-0162 

Mon, Wed, Fri 9-5 | Tue & Thur 9-8 | Sat 9-12 

Closed Sun 
 

Smithfield Branch 

255 James St., Smithfield, VA 23430 

Ph (757) 357-2264  Fax (757) 357-0883 

Mon 12-8 | Tue, & Thur, Fri 9-5 | Wed 9-8 | Sat 10-1 

Closed Sun 
 

Surry Branch 

270 Colonial Trail E., Surry, VA 23883 

Ph (757) 294-3949  Fax (757) 294-0803 

Mon, Thur, Fri 9-5 | Tue & Wed 9-8 | Sat 9-1 

Closed Sun 
 

Wakefield Branch 

100 Wilson Ave., Wakefield, VA 23888 

Ph (757) 899-6500  Fax (757) 899-2400 

Mon 1-8|Tue 10-5|Wed & Thur 9-1 | Fri 12-5  

Closed Sat & Sun 
 

Waverly Branch 

125 Bank St., Waverly, VA 23890 

Ph (804) 834-2192   Fax (804) 834-8671 

Mon 9-5 | Tue 2-8|Wed 1-8 | Thur 12-5 | Fri 9-1 | Sat 9-12 

Closed Sun 
 

Windsor Branch 

18 Duke St., Windsor, VA 23487 

Ph (757) 242-3046   Fax (757) 242-3726 

Mon 1-7 | Tue & Wed 10-5 | Thur 1-7 | Fri & Sat 9-1 

Closed Sun 





 
 
 
The Tattooist of Auschwitz 
 by Heather Morris 
 
A novel based on the true story of an Auschwitz-Birkenau 
survivor traces the experiences of a Jewish Slovakian who uses 
his position as a concentration-camp tattooist to secure food for 
his fellow prisoners.  
 
 
The Bitterroots 
 by C. J. Box 
 
Former police officer Cassie Dewell is trying to start over with 
her own private investigation firm. Guilty about not seeing her 
son and exhausted by the nights on stakeout, Cassie is 
nonetheless managing...until an old friend calls in a favor: she 
wants Cassie to help exonerate a man accused of assaulting a 
young girl from an influential family. Against her own better 
judgment, Cassie agrees. But out in the Big Sky Country of 
Montana, twisted family loyalty runs as deep as the ties to the 
land, and there's always something more to the story. As Cassie 
attempts to uncover the truth, she must fight against the ghosts 
of her own past that threaten to pull her back under.  
 
 
Queen Bee 
 by Dorothea Benton Frank 
 
A Sullivan's Island beekeeper navigates her demanding 
hypochondriac mother and flamboyant rival sister while 
immersing herself in the lives of two young neighbor boys and 
their widowed father.  
 
 
Hot Shot 
 by Fern Michaels 
 
When lawyer Lizzie Fox's husband, Cosmo Cricket, is left critically 
injured after being shot by an unknown assailant, the men of 
BOLO Consultants head straight for Las Vegas to comfort Lizzie--
and to uncover a dangerous enemy in the City of Sin.  

Conference 1 
 
 
Where the Crawdads Sing 
 by Delia Owens 
 
For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley 
Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. She's barefoot 
and wild; unfit for polite society. So in late 1969, when 
handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately 
suspect Kya Clark. But Kya is not what they say. Abandoned at 
age ten, she has survived on her own in the marsh that she calls 
home. A born naturalist with just one day of school, she takes 
life lessons from the land, learning from the false signals of 
firefliesthe real way of this world. But while she could have lived 
in solitude forever, the time comes when she yearns to be 
touched and loved. Drawn to two young men from town, who 
are each intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a 
new and startling world--until the unthinkable happens.   
 
Neon Prey 
 by John Sandford 
 
It was a relatively minor criminal matter, but enough that the 
U.S. Marshals obtained a warrant to enter the home. They didn't 
expect to unearth trophies from a score of killings. Now Lucas 
Davenport is on the trail of a serial murderer, one who was able 
to operate for years without notice or suspicion. But there's 
even more to this killer than meets the eye.   
 
The Cornwalls are Gone 
 by James Patterson 
 
Intelligence officer Amy Cornwall must use lethal tactics in open 
defiance of Army Command when a mysterious adversary 
kidnaps her family and gives her forty-eight hours to commit an 
unspeakable crime.   
 
The Road Home 
 by Richard Paul Evans 
 
Following The Broken Road and The Forgotten Road, Evans 
wraps up Charles James's redemptive trek along Route 66 with 
Charles heading hopefully toward ex-wife Monica, even if she is 
engaged.   



Wild Card by Stuart Woods 
 

Stone Barrington and his latest paramour are enjoying a peaceful country retreat when 
their idyll is broken by an unwelcome stranger. He was sent by an enemy, someone who'd 
be happy to silence Stone and all his collaborators for good. only it's soon clear that Stone 
is not an easy man to target. But with boundless resources and a thirst for vengeance, this 
foe will not be deterred, and when one plot fails another materializes. Their latest plan is 
more ambitious and subtle than any they've tried before, and the consequences could 
remake the nation. With the country's future in the balance, Stone will need to muster all 
his savvy and daring to defeat this rival once and for all .   
 

One Good Deed by David Baldacci 
 

It's 1949. When war veteran Aloysius Archer is released from Carderock Prison, he is sent 
to Poca City on parole with a short list of do's and a much longer list of don'ts: do report 
regularly to his parole officer, don't go to bars, certainly don't drink alcohol, do get a job -- 
and don't ever associate with loose women. The small town quickly proves more 
complicated and dangerous than Archer's years serving in the war or his time in jail. 
Within a single night, his search for gainful employment -- and a stiff drink -- leads him to a 
local bar, where he is hired for what seems like a simple job: to collect a debt owed to a 
powerful local businessman, Hank Pittleman. Soon Archer discovers that recovering the 
debt won't be so easy. The indebted man has a furious grudge against Hank and refuses to 
pay; Hank's clever mistress has her own designs on Archer; and both Hank and Archer's 
stern parole officer, Miss Crabtree, are keeping a sharp eye on him. When a murder takes 
place right under Archer's nose, police suspicions rise against the ex-convict, and Archer 
realizes that the crime could send him right back to prison... if he doesn't use every skill in 
his arsenal to track down the real killer.  
 

Summer of ‘69 by Elin Hilderbrand 
 

It's 1969, and for the Levin family, the times they are a-changing. Every year the 
children have looked forward to spending the summer at their grandmother's 
historic home in downtown Nantucket. But like so much else in America, 
nothing is the same: Blair, the oldest sister, is marooned in Boston, pregnant 
with twins and unable to travel. Middle sister Kirby, caught up in the thrilling 
vortex of civil rights protests and determined to be independent, takes a 
summer job on Martha's Vineyard. Only-son Tiger is an infantry soldier, recently 
deployed to Vietnam. Thirteen-year-old Jessie suddenly feels like an only child, 
marooned in the house with her out-of-touch grandmother and her worried 
mother, each of them hiding a troubling secret. As the summer heats up, Ted 
Kennedy sinks a car in Chappaquiddick, man flies to the moon, and Jessie and 
her family experience their own dramatic upheavals along with the rest of the 
country.  
 

The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah 
 

Lenora Allbright is 13 when her father convinces her mother, Cora, to forgo their 
inauspicious existence in Seattle and move to Kaneq, AK. It's 1974, and the 
former Vietnam POW sees a better future away from the noise and nightmares 
that plague him. Having been left a homestead by a buddy who died in the war, 
Ernt is secure in his beliefs, but never was a family less prepared for the reality 
of Alaska--the long, cold winters and isolation. Locals want to help out, 
especially classmate Matthew Walker, who likes everything about Leni. Yet the 
harsh conditions bring out the worst in Ernt, whose paranoia takes over their 
lives and exacerbates what Leni sees as the toxic relationship between her 
parents. The Allbrights are as green as greenhorns can be, and even first love 
must endure unimaginable hardship and tragedy as the wilderness tries to claim 
more victims.  

Past Tense  by Lee Child 
 

Jack Reacher has extended his thumb and hit the pavement. His plan is to follow the 
autumn sun on an epic trip across America, from Maine to California. He doesn't get 
far. On a country road in rural New Hampshire, deep in the New England woods, he 
sees a sign to a place he has never been: The town where his father was born. He 
thinks, What's one extra day? and takes the detour. At the same moment, in the same 
isolated area, a car breaks down. Two young Canadians are trying to drive to New York 
City to sell a treasure. Now they're stranded at a lonely motel in the middle of 
nowhere. The owners almost seem too friendly. It's a strange place. but it's all there is. 
The next morning in the city clerk's office, Reacher asks about the old family home. 
He's told no one named Reacher ever lived in town. He knows his father left and never 
returned. Now Reacher wonders, Was he ever there in the first place? As Reacher 
explores his father's life, and strands of different stories begin to merge, he makes a 
shocking discovery: The present can be tough, but the past can be tense. and deadly .   
 
 

Blood Oath by Linda A. Fairstein 
 

Assistant DA Alexandra Cooper of the Manhattan Sex Crimes Unit is finally back at 
work following a leave of absence, and not a moment too soon. With more women 
feeling empowered to name their abusers, Alex is eager to return to the courtroom to 
do what she does best. But even she can't anticipate the complexity of her first case 
when she meets Lucy, a young woman who testified years earlier at a landmark 
federal trial...and now reveals that she was sexually assaulted by a prominent official 
during that time. Yet Lucy's isn't the only secret Alex must uncover, with rumors 
swirling about one colleague's abusive conduct behind closed doors and another's 
violent, mysterious collapse. As the seemingly disparate cases of her client, adversary, 
and friend start to intertwine, Alex, along with NYPD detectives Mike Chapman and 
Mercer Wallace, finds herself in uncharted territory within Manhattan's Rockefeller 
University, a premier research institute, hospital, and cornerstone of higher learning. 
But not even the greatest minds in the city can help her when unearthed secrets begin 
to collide in dangerous ways...and unless she can uncover the truth, the life-saving 
facility just may become her grave .   
 
 

Someone Knows by Lisa Scottoline 
 

Allie Garvey is heading home to the funeral of a childhood friend. Allie is not only grief-
stricken, she's full of dread. Because going home means seeing the other two people 
with whom she shares an unbearable secret. Twenty years earlier, a horrific incident 
shattered the lives of five teenagers, including Allie. Drinking and partying in the 
woods, they played a dangerous prank that went tragically wrong, turning deadly. The 
teenagers kept what happened a secret, believing that getting caught would be the 
worst thing that could happen. But time has taught Allie otherwise. Not getting caught 
was far worse. Allie has been haunted for two decades by what she and the others did, 
and by the fact that she never told a soul. The dark secret has eaten away at her, 
distancing her from everyone she loves, including her husband. Because she wasn't 
punished by the law, Allie has punished herself, and it's a life sentence. Now, Allie 
stands on the precipice of losing everything. She's ready for a reckoning, determined 
to learn how the prank went so horribly wrong. She digs to unearth the truth, but 
reaches a shocking conclusion that she never saw coming--and neither will the reader.  
 
 

Turning Point by Danielle Steel 
 

Bill Browning, Stephanie Lawrence, Wendy Jones, and Tom Wylie face a turning point 
in their lives after an act of mass violence erupts while they are participating in a mass-
casualty training program in Paris, France.  



 

Skin Game by Stuart Woods 
 

When Teddy Fay receives a freelance assignment from a gentleman he 
can't refuse, he jets off to Paris on the hunt for a treasonous criminal. 
But as Teddy unearths more information that just doesn't seem to 
connect, his straightforward mission becomes far bigger--and stranger--
than he could imagine. The trail of breadcrumbs leads to secrets hidden 
within secrets, evildoers trading in money and power and a global 
threat on an unprecedented scale. Under the beautiful veneer of the 
City of Lights, true villainy lurks in the shadows...and Teddy Fay alone 
can prevent the impending disaster.   
 
A Justified Murder by Jude Deveraux 
 

The small town of Lachlan, Florida, was rocked last year when two 
bodies were uncovered in the roots of a fallen tree. Despite their lack of 
investigative experience, Sara Medlar; her niece, Kate; and Jack Wyatt 
found themselves at the center of the mystery, working together to 
reveal the truth behind a decades-old secret in the sleepy town. After a 
narrow escape, they vowed to never again involve themselves in 
something so dangerous - until Janet Beeson is murdered. When Janet's 
body is discovered, everyone is shocked by the violence of the attack. 
The sweet little old woman has been shot, stabbed, and poisoned, but 
no one can imagine who would want to harm one of the town's 
kindest, most helpful residents. Sara, Kate, and Jack are determined to 
leave this case to the professionals. But they are soon bombarded by 
townspeople eager to tell their stories and clear their names with the 
trio who solved the Morris murders. Even the sheriff is hoping they'll 
lend their skills to a crime that seems to have no explanation and no 
motive. And once the town gets talking, they begin to see that there 
are more secrets buried in quiet Lachlan than anyone could have 
imagined.   
 
The 18th Abduction by James Patterson 
 
Detective Lindsay Boxer teams up with intrepid journalist Cindy Thomas 
to investigate the disappearance of three schoolteachers amid rumors 
of a notorious Eastern European war criminal spotted on the streets of 
San Francisco.   
 
Nine Perfect Strangers by Liane Moriarty 
 
Could ten days at a health resort really change you forever? These nine 
perfect strangers are about to find out.  

 

Redemption 
 by David Baldacci 
 
Visiting his hometown, Amos Tucker is accosted by the first 
person he ever arrested, trembling with illness after years in 
prison and still maintaining his innocence. Believing him, Amos 
soon realizes that he could prevent another crime.   
 
Liar, Liar 
 by Lisa Jackson 
 
When it appears that someone has faked her absentee mother's 
suicide, Remmi teams up with Detective Dani Settler and her 
childhood crush, Noah, to find the truth about what happened.   
 
The 13-Minute Murder 
 by James Patterson 
 
A psychiatrist, a mother, and an expert hitman each race against 
time in these three fast-paced thrillers. 
*Dead Man Running: Psychiatrist Randall Beck specializes in PTSD 

cases -- and his time is limited. Especially when he uncovers the plot to 
kill a presidential candidate. 
*113 Minutes: Molly Rourke's son has been murdered -- and she 

knows who's responsible. Now she's taking the law into her own hands. 
Never underestimate a mother's love. 
*13-Minute Murder: Michael Ryan can kill anybody in just minutes -- 

from the first approach to the clean escape. His skills have served him 
well, and he has a grand plan: to get out alive and spend his earnings 
with his beloved wife, Maria. An anonymous client offers Ryan a rich 
payout to assassinate a target in Harvard Yard. It's exactly the last big 
job he needs to complete his plan. The precision strike starts perfectly, 
then somehow explodes into a horrifying spectacle. Ryan has to run and 
Maria goes missing. Now the world's fastest hit man sets out for one 
last score: Revenge. And every minute counts.   
 
The First Lady 
 by James Patterson 
 
The First Lady's absence comes in the wake of the scandalous, 
public revelation of the president's affair. What begins as an 
innocent respite quickly reveals itself as a twisted case when the 
White House receives a ransom note along with the First Lady's 
finger. As secret agent Sally Grissom races against the clock to 
save the First Lady, she discovers evidence that leads to a 
troubling conclusion: could the First Lady's abductors come from 
inside the White House?  



 

A Delicate Touch 
 by Stuart Woods 
 

When an old acquaintance reaches out to Stone Barrington 
requesting assistance, the job seems easy enough. She needs an 
expert in an esoteric field, someone with both the knowledge and 
careful dexterity to solve a puzzle. But the solution to one small 
problem blows the lid open on a bigger scandal going back decades, 
and involving numerous prominent New Yorkers who would prefer 
the past stay buried.With this explosive information in-hand, Stone 
Barrington is caught between a rock and a hard place, his only 
options either to play it safe to the detriment of others, or to see 
justice done and risk fatal exposure. But when it comes to Stone 
Barrington, danger is usually just around the corner . . . so he may as 
well throw caution to the wind.   

 
Letters from Peaceful Lane 
 by Janet Dailey 
 

In the rugged Ozarks of Branson, Missouri, a woman struggles to 
save her marriage--and finds answers from an unexpected 
source.   
 
The Silent Patient 
 by Alex Michaelides 
 

Alicia Berenson is a famous painter married to an in-demand 
fashion photographer, living in a posh area of London. One 
evening, her husband Gabriel returns home late. Alicia shoots him 
five times in the face and then never speaks another word.  
 
Wolf Pack 
 by C. J. Box 
 

The good news is that Joe Pickett has his job back, after his last 
adventure in The Disappeared. The bad news is that he's come to 
learn that a drone is killing wildlife--and the drone belongs to a 
mysterious and wealthy man whose son is dating Joe's own 
daughter, Lucy. When Joe tries to lay down the rules for the drone 
operator, he's asked by the FBI and the DOJ to stand down, which 
only makes him more suspicious. Meanwhile, bodies are piling up in 
and around Joe's district in shocking numbers. He begins to fear that 
a pack of four vicious killers working on behalf of the Sinaloa cartel 
known as the Wolf Pack has arrived. Their target seems to be the 
mystery man and everyone--including Joe, Nate, and others--who is 
associated with him. Teaming up with a female game warden (based 
on a real person, one of the few female game wardens at work in 
Wyoming today) to confront these assassins, Joe finds himself in the 
most violent and dangerous predicament he's ever faced.  

Conference 4 
 
Every Breath  by Nicholas Sparks 
 
Hope Anderson is at a crossroads. At thirty-six, she's been dating her 
boyfriend, an orthopedic surgeon, for six years. With no wedding 
plans in sight, and her father recently diagnosed with ALS, she 
decides to use a week at her family's cottage in Sunset Beach, North 
Carolina, to ready the house for sale and mull over some difficult 
decisions about her future. Tru Walls has never visited North 
Carolina but is summoned to Sunset Beach by a letter from a man 
claiming to be his father. A safari guide, born and raised in 
Zimbabwe, Tru hopes to unravel some of the mysteries surrounding 
his mother's early life and recapture memories lost with her death. 
When the two strangers cross paths, their connection is as electric as 
it is unfathomable...but in the immersive days that follow, their 
feelings for each other will give way to choices that pit family duty 
against personal happiness in devastating ways.    
 
The Best of Us  by Robyn Carr 
 
During her aunt Helen's visit, Dr. Leigh Culver takes her to Sullivan's 
Crossing, where each meet someone special and must decide if they 
are ready to take a risk on love.   
 
The House Next Door by James Patterson 
 
An affair spirals out of control, a detective investigates four 
mysterious disappearances, and a mysterious message from space 
leads to a manhunt in these three electrifying thrillers. 
*The House Next Door (with Susan DiLallo): Married mother of three 

Laura Sherman was thrilled when her new neighbor invited her on some 
errands. But a few quick tasks became a long lunch -- and now things could 
go too far with a man who isn't what he seems . . . 
The Killer's Wife (with Max DiLallo): Four girls have gone missing. 

Detective McGrath knows the only way to find them is to get close to the 
suspect's wife . . . maybe too close. 
We. Are. Not. Alone. (with Tim Arnold): The first message from space 

will change the world. It's first contact: undeniable proof of alien life. 
Disgraced Air Force scientist Robert Barnett found it. Now he's the target of 
a desperate nationwide manhunt -- and Earth's future hangs in the balance.    
 
The Guardians  by John Grisham 
 
Twenty-two years ago, ruthless people framed Quincy Miller for the 
murder of attorney Keith Russo, and they will kill another lawyer 
without a second thought to keep Miller behind bars.  



 

Look Alive Twenty-Five 
 by Janet Evanovich 
 

There's nothing like a good deli, and the Red River Deli in Trenton 
is one of the best. World-famous for its pastrami, cole slaw, and 
for its disappearing managers. Over the last month, three have 
vanished from the face of the earth, and the only clue in each 
case is one shoe that's been left behind. The police are baffled. 
Lula is convinced that it's a case of alien abduction. Whatever it is, 
they'd better figure out what's going on before they lose their 
new manager, Ms. Stephanie Plum .    

 
 
The Inn 
 by James Patterson 
 

The seclusion of the Inn at Gloucester suits former Boston 
police detective, Bill Robinson. Robinson runs the Inn and 
doesn't ask any questions, until Mitchell Cline arrives 
bringing drugs and violence to the peaceful inn.    
 
 
Unsolved 
 by James Patterson 
 

When a series of suspicious fatal accidents baffle FBI agent 
Dockery, she finds her investigation complicated by her ex 
and a killer who is somehow one step ahead.   
 
 
Contraband 
 by Stuart Woods 
 

Stone Barrington is getting some much-needed rest and 
relaxation in the Florida sun when trouble falls from the sky - 
literally. Intrigued by the suspicious circumstances surrounding 
this event, Stone joins forces with a sharp-witted and alluring 
local detective to investigate. But they run into a problem: The 
evidence keeps disappearing. From the laid-back Key West shores 
to the bustling Manhattan streets, Stone sets out to connect the 
dots between the crimes that seem to follow him wherever he 
travels. His investigations only lead to more questions, and 
shocking connections between old and new acquaintances. But as 
Stone must quickly learn, answers - and enemies - are often 
hiding in plain sight.  

Conference 3 
 
Becoming by Michelle Obama 
 

An intimate, powerful, and inspiring memoir by the former First Lady of the 
United States In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle Obama 
has emerged as one of the most iconic and compelling women of our era. As First 
Lady of the United States of America - the first African-American to serve in that 
role - she helped create the most welcoming and inclusive White House in 
history, while also establishing herself as a powerful advocate for women and 
girls in the U.S. and around the world, dramatically changing the ways that 
families pursue healthier and more active lives, and standing with her husband as 
he led America through some of its most harrowing moments. Along the way, she 
showed us a few dance moves, crushed Carpool Karaoke, and raised two down-to
-earth daughters under an unforgiving media glare. In her memoir, a work of 
deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle Obama invites readers 
into her world, chronicling the experiences that have shaped her - from her 
childhood on the South Side of Chicago to her years as an executive balancing the 
demands of motherhood and work, to her time spent at the world's most famous 
address. With unerring honesty and lively wit, she describes her triumphs and her 
disappointments, both public and private, telling her full story as she has lived it - 
in her own words and on her own terms. Warm, wise, and revelatory, Becoming 
is the deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and substance who has 
steadily defied expectations - and whose story inspires us to do the same.  

 
It’s Not Supposed to be This Way by Lysa TerKeurst 
 

Life often looks so very different than we hoped or expected. Some events 
may simply catch us off guard for a moment, but others shatter us 
completely. We feel disappointed and disillusioned, and we quietly start to 
wonder about the reality of God's goodness. Lysa TerKeurst understands this 
deeply. But she's also discovered that our disappointments can be the divine 
appointments our souls need to radically encounter God. Lysa invites us into 
her own journey of faith and, with grit, vulnerability, and honest humor.  
 
Calm the F*ck Down by Sarah Knight 
 

When bad things happen to good people, you don't need to be caught without a 
plan. Turns out, you can prepare for the unexpected. In Calm the F*ck Down, 
bestselling author Sarah Knight offers a practical, customizable game plan for 
taking all bumps on the road of life in stride, no matter how big, small, absurd, or 
deeply real. From accidents to job loss, breakups to deaths in the family, or even 
the disappointment that your local grocery store has stopped carrying your 
favorite ice cream, a toolbox full of customizable tips, stories, and advice is your 
best armor against the crazy world we live in. In a nerve-wracking era, it's harder 
than ever to keep yourself together, but Sarah shows you just how to handle 
everything life throws at you.     

 
Undo It!  by Dean Ornish 
 

Dean Ornish joins with wife and collaborator Anne to propose a program 
that can reverse conditions such as type 2 diabetes, high cholesterol, 
obesity, and depression in as few as nine weeks.  



 

Long Road to Mercy by David Baldacci 
 

Atlee Pine, an FBI special agent assigned to the remote wilds of the 
western United States. Ever since her twin sister was abducted by a 
notorious serial killer at age five, Atlee has spent her life hunting down 
those who hurt others. And she's the best at it. She could be one of the 
Bureau's top criminal profilers, if she didn't prefer catching criminals in 
the vast wilderness of the West to climbing the career ladder in the D.C. 
office. Her chosen mission is a lonesome one--but that suits her just fine. 
Now, Atlee is called in to investigate the mutilated carcass of a mule 
found in the Grand Canyon--and hopefully, solve the disappearance of its 
rider. But this isn't the only recent disappearance. In fact, it may be just 
the first clue, the key to unraveling a rash of other similar missing 
persons cases in the canyon.     

 

Silent Night by Danielle Steel 
 

Paige Watts is the ultimate stage mother. The daughter of 
Hollywood royalty, Paige channels her own acting dreams into 
making her daughter, Emma, a star. By the age of nine, Emma is 
playing a central role in a hit TV show. Then everything is 
shattered by unforeseeable tragedy. Now Emma is living with her 
aunt Whitney, who had chosen a very different path than her 
sister. Whitney was always the studious older sister, hating the 
cult of celebrity that enveloped their childhood. Instead, she is a 
psychiatrist who lives for her work and enjoys a no-strings-
attached love affair with a wealthy venture capitalist. But at a 
moment's notice, Whitney drops everything to help her niece. 
Once famous, outgoing, and charismatic, Emma is a shadow of 
her former self--without speech, without memory, lost and 
terrified. But with her aunt Whitney's help, along with a team of 
caregivers and doctors, Emma begins to find her way, starting her 
young life all over again--and changing the lives of everyone 
around her.    
 

Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate 
 

A heartbreaking tale based on true events: from the 1930s 
through 1950, Georgia Tann's Tennessee Children's Home Society 
kidnapped thousands of mostly poor children for sale in illegal 
adoptions nationwide. This novel tracks the consequences for one 
group of siblings, taken in 1936 Memphis.    
 

The Chef by James Patterson 
 

Accused of committing murder in the line of duty, detective Caleb 
Rooney of the New Orleans PD uses the contacts from his moonlighting 
job as a celebrity food-truck chef to counter a terrorist plot.  

 

Homebody by Joanna Gaines 
 

In Homebody: A Guide to Creating Spaces You Never Want to Leave, Joanna 
Gaines walks you through how to create a home that reflects the personalities 
and stories of the people who live there. Using examples from her own farmhouse 
as well as a range of other homes, this comprehensive guide will help you assess 
your priorities and instincts, as well as your likes and dislikes, with practical steps 
for navigating and embracing your authentic design style. Room by room, 
Homebody gives you an in-depth look at how these styles are implemented as 
well as how to blend the looks you're drawn to in order to create spaces that feel 
distinctly yours. A removable design template at the back of the book offers a step
-by-step guide to planning and sketching out your own design plans. The insight 
shared in Homebody will instill in you the confidence to thoughtfully create spaces 
you never want to leave.    

 
Spark Joy by Marie Kondo 
 

Japanese decluttering guru Marie Kondo has revolutionized homes--and 
lives--across the world. Now, Kondo presents an illustrated guide to her 
acclaimed KonMari Method, with step-by-step folding illustrations for 
everything from shirts to socks, plus drawings of perfectly organized 
drawers and closets. She also provides advice on frequently asked 
questions, such as whether to keep "necessary" items that may not bring 
you joy. With guidance on specific categories including kitchen tools, 
cleaning supplies, hobby goods, and digital photos, this comprehensive 
companion is sure to spark joy in anyone who wants to simplify their life.    
 
Girl, Stop Apologizing by Rachel Hollis 
 

“I believe we can change the world. But first, we’ve got to stop living in 
fear of being judged for who we are.” Rachel Hollis has seen it too often: 
women not living into their full potential. They feel a tugging on their 
hearts for something more, but they’re afraid of embarrassment, of 
falling short of perfection, of not being enough. She knows that many 
women have been taught to define themselves in light of other people 
— whether as wife, mother, daughter, or employee — instead of 
learning how to own who they are and what they want. With a challenge 
to women everywhere to stop talking themselves out of their dreams, 
Hollis identifies the excuses to let go of, the behaviors to adopt, and the 
skills to acquire on the path to growth, confidence, and believing in 
yourself.  
 
History of the World Map by Map by DK Publishing 
 

More than 140 detailed maps tell the story of pivotal episodes in world history, 
from the first human migrations out of Africa to the space race. Custom regional 
and global maps present the history of the world in action, charting how events 
traced patterns on land and ocean--patterns of exploration, discovery, or conquest 
that created empires, colonies, or theaters of war. Thoughtful organization of 
information will help you follow the story of civilizations through ancient, 
medieval, and modern times. But not every page is full of maps. At key points in 
History Map by Map, broad, sweeping introductions provide a chance to step back 
and look at entire periods, such as World War II, or to explore overarching 
themes, such as the Industrial Revolution. Picture spreads, meanwhile, focus on 
epoch-defining moments or developments, such as fascism and communism, and 
the invention of printing.  



 

Blessing in Disguise by Danielle Steel 
 

Isabelle McAvoy (58), private art consultant in New York City. The 
first half of the book focuses on her past, having three daughters 
with three different men and following her through each of those 
relationships. Her first love was a reclusive American living in 
France, much older than her, who was always a part of their 
daughter's life, though they never married. Her second husband 
went to prison for fraud when Isabelle was pregnant with her 
second daughter. And her third husband, her true love, 
drownedtragically a few months after their wedding. When the 
narrative switches back to present-day, Isabelle learns that she's 
losing her sight and hires an assistant. She bonds with each of her 
daughters, one in India, one in New York, and one in Tuscany, 
andfalls in love with her assistant, Jack. She also reconnects with 
the son she gave up for adoption when she was 15 and her family 
grows stronger than ever.   
 
The View from Alameda Island by Robyn Carr 
 

From the outside looking in, Lauren Delaney has a life to envy - a 
successful career, a solid marriage to a prominent surgeon and 
two beautiful daughters who are off to good colleges. But on her 
twenty-fourth wedding anniversary Lauren makes a decision that 
will change everything. Lauren won't pretend things are perfect 
anymore. She defies the controlling husband who has privately 
mistreated her throughout their marriage and files for divorce. 
And as she starts her new life, she meets a kindred spirit - a man 
who is also struggling with the decision to end his unhappy 
marriage. But Lauren's husband wants his "perfect" life back and 
his actions are shocking. Facing an uncertain future, Lauren 
discovers an inner strength she didn't know she had as she fights 
for the love and happiness she deserves.    
 
Target: Alex Cross by James Patterson 
 

When the U.S. president is assassinated by an unknown sniper, 
Alex Cross takes a personal role with the FBI to lead an 
unprecedented investigation that is complicated by Constitutional 
crises.  
 
Ambush  by James Patterson 
 

When a series of attacks targeting Michael Bennett injures one of 
his children and causes several deaths, the New York police 
officer leads an investigation to unravel what the killer's plan is.  

 

Girl, Wash Your Face  by Rachel Hollis 
 

Founder of the lifestyle website TheChicSite.com and CEO of her own media 
company, Rachel Hollis has created an online fan base by sharing tips for living a 
better life while fearlessly revealing the messiness of her own. Each chapter 
begins with a specific lie Hollis once believed that left her feeling overwhelmed, 
unworthy, or ready to give up. As a working mother, a former foster parent, and a 
woman who has dealt with insecurities about her body and relationships, she 
speaks with the insight and kindness of a BFF, helping women unpack the limiting 
mind-sets that destroy their self-confidence and keep them from moving forward. 
From her temporary obsession with marrying Matt Damon to a daydream 
involving hypnotic iguanas to her son's request that she buy a necklace to "be like 
the other moms," Hollis holds nothing back. With unflinching faith and tenacity, 
Hollis spurs other women to live with passion and hustle and to awaken their 
slumbering goals.   
 

Outer Order, Inner Calm by Gretchen Rubin 
 

For most of us, outer order contributes to inner calm. And for most of us, a rigid, 
one-size-fits-all solution doesn't work. In this book, Gretchen Rubin suggests more 
than 150 short, concrete clutter-clearing ideas so each reader can choose the ones 
that resonate most. The fact is, when we tailor our approach to suit our own 
particular challenges and habits, we're far more likely to be able to create the 
order that will make our lives happier, healthier, more productive, and more 
creative. In the context of a happy life, a messy desk or crowded coat closet is a 
trivial problem--yet Rubin has found that getting control of our stuff makes us feel 
more in control of our lives. By getting rid of things we don't use, don't need, or 
don't love, as well as things that don't work, don't fit, or don't suit, we free our 
mind (and our shelves) for what we truly value. In this book, Gretchen tackles the 
key challenges of creating outer order, by explaining how to "Make Choices," 
"Create Order," "Know Yourself--and Others," "Cultivate Helpful Habits," and, of 
course, "Add Beauty." At home, at work, and in life, when we get our possessions 
under control we feel both calmer and more energetic.  
 

The Minimalist Home  by Joshua Becker 
 

One of today's most influential minimalist advocates takes us on a decluttering 
tour of our own houses and apartments, showing us how to decide what to get rid 
of and what to keep. He both offers practical guidelines for simplifying our 
lifestyle at home and addresses underlying issues that contribute to over-
accumulation in the first place. The purpose is not just to create a more inviting 
living space. It's also to turn our life's HQ--our home--into a launching pad for a 
more fulfilling and productive life in the world.   
 

Whiskey in a Teacup  by Reese Witherspoon 
 

Reese Witherspoon’s grandmother Dorothea always said that a combination of 
beauty and strength made southern women “whiskey in a teacup.” We may be 
delicate and ornamental on the outside, she said, but inside we’re strong and 
fiery. Reese’s southern heritage informs her whole life, and she loves sharing the 
joys of southern living with practically everyone she meets. She takes the South 
wherever she goes with bluegrass, big holiday parties, and plenty of Dorothea’s 
fried chicken. It’s reflected in how she entertains, decorates her home, and makes 
holidays special for her kids—not to mention how she talks, dances, and does her 
hair (in these pages, you will learn Reese’s fail-proof, only slightly insane hot-roller 
technique). Reese loves sharing Dorothea’s most delicious recipes as well as her 
favorite southern traditions, from midnight barn parties to backyard bridal 
showers, magical Christmas mornings to rollicking honky-tonks. It’s easy to bring a 
little bit of Reese’s world into your home, no matter where you live. After all, 
there’s a southern side to every place in the world, right?  



 

Educated 
 by Tara Westover 
 

Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a 
classroom. Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, she 
prepared for the end of the world by stockpiling home-canned 
peaches and sleeping with her "head-for-the-hills bag." In the 
summershe stewed herbs for her mother, a midwife and healer, 
and in the winter she salvaged in her father's junkyard. The family 
was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one 
to ensure the children received an education, and no one to 
intervene when one of Tara's older brothers became violent. As a 
way out, Tara began to educate herself, learning enough 
mathematics and grammar to be admitted to Brigham Young 
University. Her quest for knowledge would transform her, taking 
her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to 
Cambridge. Only then would she wonder if she'd traveled too far, 
if there was still a way home. With the acute insight that 
distinguishes all great writers, Tara Westover has crafted a 
universal coming-of-age story that gets to the heart of what an 
education offers: the perspective to see one's life through new 
eyes, and the will to change it.   
 
Furious Hours 
 by Casey N. Cep 
 

The stunning true story of an Alabama serial killer, and the case 
that obsessed the author of To Kill a Mockingbird in the years 
after the publication of her classic novel--a complicated and 
difficult time in Harper Lee's life that, until now, has been largely 
neglected.    
 
The Martha Manual 
 by Martha Stewart 
 

From America's best known and most trusted authority on all 
things domestic, a fully illustrated guide on how to do everything: 
including organizing and decorating, cleaning and caring for your 
home and garden, celebrating, hosting, achieving career goals, 
and managing finances--and much more.  
 
The Pioneers 
 by David McCullough 
 

Best-selling author David McCullough tells the story of the 
settlers who began America's migration west, overcoming almost-
unimaginable hardships to build in the Ohio wilderness a town 
and a government that incorporated America's highest ideals.  

Conference 2 
 
The Reckoning  by John Grisham 
 

In 1946 Clanton, Mississippi, World War II hero Pete Banning calmly 
and inexplicably kills his pastor and friend, the Reverend Dexter Bell, 
and refuses to defend his actions during the subsequent trial.     
 

The 19th Christmas  by James Patterson 
 

As the holidays approach, Detective Lindsay Boxer and her friends in the 
Women's Murder Club have much to celebrate. Crime is down. The 
medical examiner's office is quiet. Even the courts are showing some 
Christmas spirit. And the news cycle is so slow that journalist Cindy 
Thomas is on assignment to tell a story about the true meaning of the 
season for San Francisco. Then a fearsome criminal known only as 
"Loman" seizes control of the headlines. He is planning a deadly surprise 
for Christmas morning. And he has commissioned dozens of criminal 
colleagues to take actions that will mask his plans. All that Lindsay and 
the SFPD can figure out is that Loman's greed -- for riches, for bloodshed, 
for attention -- is limitless. Solving crimes never happens on schedule, 
but as this criminal mastermind unleashes credible threats by the hour, 
the month of December is upended for the Women's Murder Club. 
Avoiding tragedy is the only holiday miracle they seek.   
 

The Boy  by Tami Hoag 
 

Detectives Nick Fourcade and Annie Broussard are investigating a break-in at 
the home of Genevieve Gauthier that has left her seven-year-old son dead 
but Genevieve inexplicably unharmed. Why would the murderer leave any 
witnesses? Why does the boy's 13-year-old babysitter vanish the next day? Is 
Genevieve victim or perpetrator?    
 

Sunset Beach  by Mary Kay Andrews 
 

Drue Campbell's life is adrift. Out of a job and down on her luck, life doesn't 
seem to be getting any better when her estranged father, Brice Campbell, a 
flamboyant personal injury attorney, shows up at her mother's funeral after 
a twenty-year absence. Worse, he's remarried - to Drue's eighth grade 
frenemy, Wendy, now his office manager. And they're offering her a job. It 
seems like the job from hell, but the offer is sweetened by the news of her 
inheritance - her grandparents' beach bungalow in the sleepy town of Sunset 
Beach, a charming but storm-damaged eyesore now surrounded by 
waterfront McMansions. With no other prospects, Drue begrudgingly joins 
the firm, spending her days screening out the grifters whose phone calls 
flood the law office. Working with Wendy is no picnic either. But when a 
suspicious death at an exclusive beach resort nearby exposes possible 
corruption at her father's firm, she goes from unwilling cubicle rat to 
unwitting investigator, and is drawn into a case that may - or may not - 
involve her father. With an office romance building, a decades-old missing 
persons case re-opened, and a cottage in rehab, one thing is for sure at 
Sunset Beach: there's a storm on the horizon  


